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Abstract: 


The Arctic region has strongly returned to the forefront of global interest after 
witnessing two events that have had a significant strategic impact. The first event was 
a result of the geopolitical changes caused by climate change and ice melting. The 
second event was driven by geostrategic perceptions and was manifested by Russia 
planting its flag at the seabed of the Arctic Ocean in 2007. This action raised concerns 
among countries that believe they have rights to parts of the region and ignited an 
intense competition between Russia and other Arctic states, particularly the United 
States. These two events coincided with scientific discoveries indicating that the Arctic 
region contains a quarter of the world's undiscovered oil and gas reserves, as well as 
significant deposits of diamonds, gold, platinum, tin, manganese, nickel, and lead, 
according to reports from the U.S. Geological Survey. Additionally, the geographical 
surveys conducted by the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources, along with the 
continued ice melting, have increased the importance of the Northern Sea Route as a 
potential alternative shipping route between Asia and Europe, replacing the traditional 
route through the Suez Canal in Egypt. The new route offers a major strategic 
advantage by reducing shipping time by 40% compared to the traditional route, 
resulting in significant cost savings in fuel expenses. Through this renewed interest, 
this study examines the U.S.-Russian geopolitical competition in the Arctic region to 
demonstrate the geopolitical significance of the area for both the United States and 
Russia 


Keywords: Arctic — United States — Russia — geopolitical competition — climate 
change. 
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